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I was sitting in the Putney study of Dr. Benes, the
Czech President, as news about a Czech revolt came
over the wireless and through diplomatic channels. As
I listened to this man who had once before led the Czech
people to liberty and independence, I realised that here
was a personality who would again achieve for himself
the noble status (which has been misused too often and
despoiled in Hitler's mouth) of a true liberator.
The reports from Prague said that Czech women had
used boards studded with nails to attack the Germans. The
Prague outbreak had been preceded by Labour demon-
strations which developed into serious clashes between the
people and the German authorities, chiefly the S.S.
During that week end, riots took place at Pardubice,
Pribram, Pilsen, Tabor and PiseL Later the revolt
spread to a number of Slovak garrison towns.
The report added that violent repressive measures
had little effect on the determination and courage of
the Czech fighters. Those who had no firearms seized
any obtainable weapon. The fight was described as
relentless and grim, no quarter being given by either
side. Bridges on important railways and roads were
demolished, fire stations were put out of action, railways
rolling stock and material damaged, workshops of factories
were bombed and machinery destroyed.
After many thousands had been either shot or arrested,
the revolt was crushed. But in those early days of the
war, Hitler was forced to rush 60,000 S.S. men to Prague,
among them the notorious, picked Hitler Standarte, his
own regiment of ruffians.
We shall read similar reports from all over Germany
one of these days. That is why I consider it important
to look closer into this outbreak of revolutionary spirit
among Hitler's victims and learn something from it.